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From the steadfast valor of Martha Washington to the ingenious counsel of Michelle Obama,
Courageous First Ladies Who Changed the World is a young child’s first introduction to the
extraordinary women who used their time in the White House to change the world. Simple text
and adorable illustrations tell the contributions of eleven presidential women: Martha
Washington, Abigail Adams, Dolley Madison, Eleanor Roosevelt, Jacqueline Kennedy, Betty
Ford, Lady Bird Johnson, Laura and Barbara Bush, Hilary Clinton, and Michelle Obama. A quote
from each First Lady is included on each spread along with colorful, delightful artwork.

From School Library JournalGrade 1-4-A young Lakota Indian girl narrates the story of how she
and her little brother, Young Wolf, survive a prairie fire. They had wandered away from their
village, entranced by the changing cloud shapes created by the Cloud People. They fall into a
river and are guided home by their deceased grandmother, one of the Star People, who are the
spirits of the Old Ones. The acrylic illustrations are inspired by the Native American ledger-book
art of the late 1800s, with figures in profile, vivid colors, and bold shapes. The art enhances the
text by blending the supernatural world with that of the children's reality. When Sister Girl and
Young Wolf are lost, they are depicted in a heavenly space whirling and swirling with star groups
outlined to show animals like the eagle, wolf, elk, and horse. According to the author's note, the
Lakota Indians refer to clouds and stars as "Cloud People" and "Star People." A solid addition to
collections of Native American tales and an enjoyable read-aloud.Linda M. Kenton, San Rafael
Public Library, CACopyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to the
hardcover edition.From BooklistPreS-Gr. 2. While exploring the land around their village, two
young Plains Indians--Sister Girl and her little brother, Young Wolf--stray too far. After narrowly
escaping a roaring prairie fire, the siblings find themselves lost and frightened in the dark, open
land until the Star People, "the spirits of the Old Ones who once walked on the earth," offer
comfort and guidance home. In clear, captivating language, Nelson, the creator of Gift Horse
(2000) and a member of the Standing Rock Sioux tribe, tells a stirring, original story based on
Lakota legend. An extensive author's note introduces Ledger Book Art, the nineteenth-century
Plains Indian style of art that influenced Nelson's acrylic paintings. The graphic, stylized scenes
tend to blur individual faces, but the swirling images of the celestial dance beautifully reflect the
story's celebration and awe of the natural world. A fine choice for story hours, this will also find
wide curricular use. Gillian EngbergCopyright © American Library Association. All rights
reserved --This text refers to the hardcover edition.About the AuthorS. D. Nelson, a member of
the Standing Rock Sioux tribe, is of Lakota and Norwegian descent. His previous book for
Abrams, Gift Horse, won a Parents' Choice Award; Library Journal said, "This story, fluid in both
narrative and illustrations, elucidates with grace and clarity a way of seeing the world. " S. D.



Nelson lives in Flagstaff, AZ. --This text refers to the hardcover edition.Read more
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susan taylor, “I love this book!. This book is so great for little girls to have and learn from. The
author did not write about all the first ladies, but she picked some of the most noble and
courageous. These first ladies embraced their role and did their best to help and inspire our
nation. This is a nonpolitical book, with amazing first ladies picked from both parties. Little girls
can learn that nothing is impossible with hard work and a kind heart.”

elm, “Great book for a 2 year old girl.. Beautiful illustration and text!”

Jake Hansen, “Great stories featuring great women!. The world doesn’t have enough
enlightening books about strong influential women. As a parent of an 11 year old girl I am glad to
see this inspiring book being published. In reference to other reviews the author didn’t make any
statement that this book was all inclusive of every First Lady to live in the White House. I am sure
there are plenty of other inspiring stories of former First Ladies or soon to hopefully be First Men.”

Lisa Blanck, “Darling book!. Darling book about some of our First Ladies! Read this with my 7
year old daughter and hope that it will help inspire her to do great things.”

Amy May, “Encouraging messages for young girls!. This book was well written for young girls
and gives examples of how woman have changed the world by using their talents and character.
I read the other reviews of those who were outraged that Melania Trump wasn't included. As I
have no ill will of our former first lady, I can't remember anything specific that she did for our
country. Is she beautiful, well educated and talented, absolutely. I just can't say she had a
strong enough influence on our country to be considered for this short book that only included a
few first ladies. I don't think this book should be shunned for not including her, but looked at for
what it does include........ encouragement for young girls to believe that they have so much to
offer the world and to find their own ways to shine!!”

The book by Dan Wetzel has a rating of  5 out of 4.1. 23 people have provided feedback.
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